It was an early call for Australian men’s curling team at the World Curling Championships in Grand Forks, North Dakota.  Playing against the US, the team they beat last year at the worlds, Australia blanked the first end, took 2 in the 2nd  and 1 in the third.  In the 4th the USA fought back taking 1 point in the 4th end.  A couple more singles by Australia before the USA scored 2 points in the 7th.  One more for Australia and one for USA brought the game to an end with the Aussies beating USA 6 -4.

Inconsistency has affected the Millikin team in previous years, but they proved they were worthy of a tie for 2nd place with Germany in the rankings. 

Rumour has it Aussie power reigns supreme, as there’s a strong contingent of ‘Kangaroos’ at the championships this week supporting the boys from Down Under.

Earle Morris, the Aussie coach remarked on the team’s progress so far, "The way I look at it, is if Australia qualifies for the Olympics, that might inspire the building of a curling rink in that country. Right now they don't have one," 

The final draws for the day saw Australia and France trading points upt o and including the 6th end.  Then Australia took 2 in the 7th to lead.  But their lead didn’t last as France to 1 then 2 in the 9th. In the 10th and final end both the French and Australian teams were down to very little time on their clocks (0.01s and 0.05s, respectively), when their game ended. Time clock management may have come into play when the Aussie last rock thrower Ian Palangio attempted to make a short tap to tie up the game and extend it into an 11th end.  Australia’s Hugh Millikin could only watch as Ian Palangio’s attempt to tap an Australian stone a few inches closer to the button slid past without making contact. That miss gave France’s Thomas Dufour a 6-4 win.

Now there is major congestion in 2nd place with Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, Scotland and Norway each with 4 – 3.  Canada remains in first spot with a record 7 - 0 standing.

END

Team:

Hugh Millikin    -skip     – Woolstonecraft, NSW

Ian  Palangio     –v/skip - curl curl, NSW

Sean Hall          -2nd       – Milperra, NSW

Steve Johns      -lead      – Westleigh, NSW

Steve Hewitt     -fifth       – Glen Waverley, Vic

Earle Morris     – coach  – Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
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Daily results will be available on www.worldmenscurling2008.com. Click on curlcast results   
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