



Help Wanted – Dedicated ice.

“If Australia qualifies for the Olympics, says Earle Morris, the Australian Men’s coach,  “that might inspire the building of a curling rink in Australia. Right now they don't have one." 

Earle’s comments are very timely as at the recent 2008 World Curling Championships the Australian men’s team finished sixth which means it is in a strong position to qualify for the 2010 Olympics.
"The way I look at it, say Hugh Millikin the Australian men’s skip, “is if Australia qualifies for the Olympics, that might inspire the building of an ice rink dedicated to the sport of curling in Australia.” 

At present in Victoria, Curling is played on multi-sport ice in Bendigo, however this facility is pretty old and has seen recent financial troubles.  
“There has been a proposal to build a world standard ice facility, with dedicated curling ice, in Bendigo on the cards now for a number of years”, said Peter Cobden, President of the Australian Curling Federation, the sport’s national governing body.  
“While there are moves to develop an ice sports centre in Melbourne, this will not have dedicated curling ice available.” said Peter.
The Australian men have been going out to compete internationally for the past 11 years.  No dedicated ice means each player has to self fund the time and money to travel overseas to gain valuable practice and compete at an international level overseas prior to a major competition.  
Peter Cobden added. “As well as develop and promote the sport domestically as a fun activity for all age groups, dedicated ice would mean that representative players can be practicing on curling ice close to their homes and can invite international teams to Australia for additional practice competition.”
 “All of Australia should be very proud of how hard this team worked and what they were able to achieve.  With more hard work next year and an increased training schedule in the Olympic year, they will be serious medal contenders.” says Earle.
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END

Contact Jim Oastler

Media officer, ACF

Phone/fax: 03-57-501357

Email: jao1938@westnet.com.au
Daily results will be available on www.worldmenscurling2008.com. Click on curlcast results   

The Australian Curling Federation wishes to acknowledge the support given by the Australian Olympic Committee and the Olympic Winter Institute of Australia.


