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Message from the President

The 2007 VCA Season commenced in May and we have been having successful regular Club Nights with stronger Bendigo interest in the game than in previous years.
The lack of a current and functional Website until recently has been a hindrance in raising awareness about the game.  However, the www.curling.org.au Portal is now up and running and the VCA is in the process of developing its own Website.
In May the VCA was pleased to host a series of training clinics using the services of Sharon Delver from Vernon, British Columbia, Canada.  Everybody who attended found the clinics very useful in improving their game and we hope to bring Sharon out next year in partnership with the Queensland Curling Association.
The first Bonspiel of the year was held in early June with Team Hewitt taking out the event.  We will be holding a Bonspiel on the 18th of August where we also hope to have a ‘Bonspiel within a Bonspiel’ with the Canada Club of Victoria issuing the challenge to the VCA.
The VCA Committee is in the throws of organising the 2007 National Curling Championships to be held in Bendigo on the 28th and 29th of July.  This year’s Championships include a new Mixed Doubles Category which should be interesting to watch.  So please come and support the game and see the best which curling has to offer with 11 teams in various categories playing off for National recognition.
If you have questions about any articles in this newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact the VCA Committee.  See page 3 for contact details.  

John Anderson

President

Training Camps with Sharon Delver
The Victorian Curling Association was lucky enough to secure the talents of Sharon Delver to run various training clinics in Bendigo. Sharon, who is the Regional Coach of the Okanagan Training Centre in British Columbia, Canada.  Sharon offers consultations for teams and coaches and at high performance camps, as well as providing training services to clubs.  Sharon hopped over from New Zealand where she was providing similar training camps in New Zealand, including coaching the New Zealand Women’s National Team. 
Sharon also met with the Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo, Julie Rivendell and the Local Federal Liberal Candidate, Peter Kennedy, to discuss the sport of curling. 
Follow the link to the article from the Bendigo Advertiser. http://bendigo.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?story_id=587386
The VCA hopes to work with the QCA to secure Sharon’s services to provide further training sessions in Australia next year.

Season Curling Bonspiel Opener A Family Affair
6 teams, involving players both young and old from across Victoria, played in the opening 2007 Bonspiel in early June.

Team Hewitt from Melbourne took out the honours with 4 wins and one loss.  It was a family affair of mum, dad and son Dean Hewitt, with George McDonald making up the four, who edged out team Whan, skipped by Pat Whan an up and coming Australian junior curler.
August Bonspiel & Canada Club Challenge

Details and the entry form for the August Bonspiel, to be held at the Bendigo Ice Rink on Saturday the 18th of August, are included in this Newsletter and we look forward to a good turnout.

An added element to this year’s August Bonspiel is that the Canada Club of Victoria has issued a fun challenge to the VCA to have a ‘Bonspiel within a Bonpiel’.
So if you would like to take up the challenge, then enter either as a team or individually and we can endeavour to organise teams.

Depending on the number of entries from both organisations we will hopefully be able to organise a mini Bonspiel Challenge.
2007 National Championships
The Australian National Curling Championships which will be held on Saturday July 28 and Sunday July 29 at the Bendigo Ice Rink at 60 Hattam Street, Golden Square.
There are two teams from Queensland, one team from Victoria and the current National Champions from NSW vying for the men’s category.

In the womens’ category two teams are playing off.  While in the Juniors category there is only one entry from Queensland.
The Open Category has two teams playing off,  while for the first time a Mixed Doubles Category will be held, where two teams are competing.

2007 Program

We are moving into the last two months of our curling season.  See dates attached on Page 4 for remaining club nights and dates for other events.
Are Plans For A Major New Sporting Facility On Thin Ice? 

There have been a number of media reports in the press and on TV recently which are casting doubt over the proposed new Ice Sport Centre in Docklands, Melbourne.

In March the property section of The Age had an article with the Headline:
Rink on ice as ING gets the puck out of Docklands.
As well, in May the ABC Stateline Program ran a segment about the progress of the proposed Centre.  You can read a transcript of the program at
http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/vic/content/2006/s1920890.htm
Or the program itself can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kDG1gkg5rs&mode=related&search=
However, an article in The Age on the 11th of July, suggested that the Centre could still be built in Docklands, but not at the site originally proposed.

The VCA, in conjunction with the Bendigo Ice Rink Committee of Management, continue to monitor the developing situation.

Equipment for Sale

Due to demand the VCA has been in contact with Asham and Edge and obtained some extra equipment. We have:

· Edge crutches;
· Sole sliders;  
· Extender end; 
· Extenders; 
· Grippers with slider;
· Asham crutches. 
For more information contact Janet or Peter at a Tuesday evening curling club night or email peter@farmdesign.com.au.
Curling Websites
The Main Curling Portal in Australia is now functional at: 
http://www.curling.org.au/default.aspx
The VCA is currently working on developing its own Website which it hopes to get up and running in late August.
Contact Details

For further information about curling in Victoria:

· Phone: 0415 356 272

· Email: rosspoll@iimetro.com.au
· Postal address:  

PO Box 73

CALIFORNIA GULLY  

VIC  3555
Bendigo Curling Calendar 2007

Where: 
Bendigo Ice Skating Stadium



60 Hattam St, Golden Square



Vic, 3555

When:
Tuesdays 7:30 – 9.30pm



July 17

July 24

28/29/30 July National Titles

July 31 – No Tuesday evening Club Night

August 7

August 14

18th August - Bendigo Bonspiel

August 21



August 28 

Cost:
$20 per Tuesday night Club session, extra for Bonspiels.

Membership of the Victorian Curling Association is required for insurance purposes.

THE VENUE:

Bendigo Ice Skating Stadium





60 Hattam Street, Golden Square, Bendigo

CURLING TIMES:
12:00pm – 10:00pm

COST:


$65.00 

Please note that all players in the Bonspiel must be current financial members of an Australian State Curling Association.

VCA Membership form attached (if you haven’t already joined). Adult Membership $40; Junior Membership (8 to 21 at June 30) $20; or Family Membership (two adults and any number of children aged 8-21 as at June 30) $60.

ACCOMMODATION:       You need to organise your own accommodation. There are plenty of options:

· Quest Serviced Apartments, 489 High Street, Golden Square, Bendigo. Phone 03 5447 0822. rdbeer@questapartments.com.au. Be sure to mention the Victorian Curling Association Bonspiel for a discount on room rates.

· For other hotel/motels go to Bendigo Tourism at www.bendigotourism.com/accommodation.asp, email  tourism@bendigo.vic.gov.au or Ph: 1800-813-153.

CATERING:

Depending on numbers the VCA will provide supper at the rink to keep you going.

EQUIPMENT:

Ice, brooms, sliders and grippers are provided. You need to arrive in warm, loose clothing with curling shoes or runners. NOVICES ARE WELCOME and basic coaching can be provided. 

APPLICATIONS:
You can enter as individuals or as a team of four.  Please complete the attached Bonspiel application, (and VCA membership) form if necessary and post for us to receive it by August 10th to:

Victorian Curling Association, PO Box 73, California Gully, Vic 3556.

(Late entries will be accepted by Ian Whan on ianwhan@tpg.com.au up until Aug 17th)

PLEASE NOTE:  TO ASSIST US WITH THE DRAW AND FOR CATERING, IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO FILL OUT AND RETURN THE APPLICATION FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IF YOU ARE COMING TO THE BONSPIEL.  

HAPPY CURLING, SEE YOU SOON!!

IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE RECEIVE APPLICATIONS BY THE DUE DATE OF AUGUST 10th.

NAME: CURLER 1……………………………………………………

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………..

PHONE…………………………EMAIL………………………………

TEAMING WITH (OPTIONAL) 1………………..2………………..

3…………………4………………TEAM NAME……………………

CURRENT MEMBER OF AN AUSTRALIAN STATE ASSOCIATION? 
         YES            NO

NAME: CURLER 2……………………………………………………

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………..

PHONE…………………………EMAIL………………………………

TEAMING WITH (OPTIONAL) 1………………..2………………..

3…………………4………………TEAM NAME……………………

CURRENT MEMBER OF AN AUSTRALIAN STATE ASSOCIATION?      YES            NO

Please find enclosed cheque for…$……………………….

for the 18th August Bonspiel and VCA Membership fees (delete if not applicable) and post to:


Victorian Curling Association


PO Box 73


California Gully, Vic. 3556

Enquiries and late entries (August 17 deadline) to Ian Whan at ianwhan@tpg.com.au, phone (03) 5449 6332.

Membership Form 

Victorian Curling Association (VCA) 

(VCA Inc 1984, A0002491U) 
Please send completed form  with a cheque to: 

Victorian Curling Association

PO Box 73

CALIFORNIA GULLY

VIC  3556

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY  
(Please tick appropriate box)
[  ] Individual Adult Membership



$40

[  ] Junior Membership (8 to 21 at June 30) 


$20

[  ] Family Membership 


            

$60

(two adults and any number of children aged 8-21 as at June 30)  

FEES
Membership Fee of $___________ enclosed.
(Cheques payable to: The Victorian Curling Association)
PERSONAL INFORMATION  

(Please PRINT details )

NAME:______________________________________________(M/F)  

OCCUPATION____________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________

SUBURB:______________________________POSTCODE:_________

HOME Ph:__________________MOBILE Ph:____________________

EMAIL (PRINT PLEASE):_________________________________________________
[  ]  Please tick box if you do not wish to be included on a list that will be distributed amongst our members
DECLARATION

I hereby apply for membership of the Victorian Curling Association and agree to accept and be bound by the rules and regulations of the Association as set out in its Constitution.

Signed:_____________________Date:_____________
� VCA adult Membership $40; VCA Junior Membership (8 to 21 at June 30) $20; or VCA Family Membership (two adults and any number of children aged 8-21 as at June 30) $60.
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